THE LASEB 


SPEECH and CONFESSION 


Oliver Plunker 


T itular Primate of Ireland ; with an e Account of hs 
Behavior-in Newgate, fmce his Condemnation. 
And alſo of 


Edward Fitz-Harris: 


At their EXECUTION a TYBURN, 


upon Fryday, July 1. 1681. 
For HIGH-TREASON, in Conſpiring the Death of the & 7 X G, &c. 


tion of O/;ver Plancket and Edward Fitz- Harris, they had ſome days notice 

giventhern thereof, in order to prepare themſelves for Eternity ; during which 

time ſeveral perſons of Quality came to viſit them, and Diſcourſed them concern- 
ing the horrid Crimes whereof they were found Guilty, to whom Mr. Plaxker, (accor- 
ding to the Popiſh Mode) denied his being any way concerned er Guilty of the matters 
Charged againft him, infiſting much upon his not having his Witnetles ready to Vindicate 
his Innocency ; yer owning he had received divers Summs of Morey, which he allcadg- 
ed were given him for the Relict of the Inferior Clergy, which be, as their Biſhop di- 
ſtributed among them, repeating likewiſe many of thoſe thirgs which he urged at his 
Tryal, but eſpecially at his Condemiiation, and particularly his being Tryed in this Coun- 
try, for Fadts ſaid to be committed in /ye/and ; adding, Thar if he had been Tryed 
there, he did not queſtion but he ſh »uld have been cleared. Bur however he ſaid his Soul 
was now ſo well prepared for another World,that he did not defire to continue any long- 
er in this, ſince he doubted whether ever he ſh uld attain to the ſame Temper of Mind 
2gain, and (contrary to the uſual Roman Uncharitableneſs) defired all good Chriſtians to 

ray for him. ' 

Laſt Night about 5 a Clock, Mr. Pluncket defired Captain Richardſon that he might 
retire himſelf ro bis private Devotions, and that no perſon whatſcever might be permitred 
to diſturb him, nor to come to him till morning, *which was accordingly done, and we 
hear, That ſome of his Friends toid him, They had begged his Body, 

Between Nine and ten.a Clock this Morning, the Sherifls of London, attended by Cap- 
tain Richardſon went to Tower-Hill, and there received the Bady of Eaward Fitz- Har- 
1:5 from the Lieutenant of the Tower, who being pur intoa Sled, prepared for that PuT= 
poſe, was drawn from thence through Cornhiland Cheap-fide to Newgare, where Oliver 
Pluncket being alſo put into a Sled, they were both drawn from thevce to Tzburn, there 
being a multicude of Spectaters all the way as they paſſed, Mr. Pluncket came firſt ro 
Ty»4r#, and as ſoon as he was taken out of the Sied, and put inthe Carr, he croſſed him- 
ſe;fthrice upon the Breſt, and then; delivered a Paper to the Sher:ff, which he defired 
might be Publiſt:d. ; He then asked whether he might have liþerty to ſpeak, and it was 
rold him, He might, and the Executicner having firted the Rope tohisNeck, he began with 
very ſclemn Proteſtations w declare, That he was fenfible he was now going to appear 
before the Fult Judge of Heaven and Earth, and that if he did not now ſpeak_the Truth 
he ſhould be Damned to all Ercrnity, and then he proceeded to Declare what he was ac- 
cuſed of, which ke divided into five or fix particulars,and thenhe repeated the ſame Pro- 
eeltations, which he had formerly uſed, denying hjs having any manner of Correſpon- 
dency wita the French King, or his Confteflor, and alleadging the Impcfhbility of Land- 
ing aa Army of Szaventy Thouſand men in that place which the Witneſles Syore to, 

and 


F Ryaay the firſt of Fly, being appoirted by his Majeſtics Warrant, for the Execu- 


and likewiſe of the improbality of their maintaining them,who could hardly keep Cloth; 
to their backs, and were not all able to provide for halfa Regiment, , + +» +. , 

He ſaid, Thathe had been accuſed in /reland, and cleared, and rhat ke was now Try - 
ed here, where the Jury could take no Cognizance of the iikelyhocd or improbability 
of the matter ; and chat he had rourcs to reform {ome irregularities of the Cier- 
gy inthat Kingdom, which had occafioned much hatred againtt bim; and then be-, 
cauſe the Old Proteltation, That he was as Innocent 4; the Child urvborn is now grown 
Threadbare, He ſaid, Thar, as he hoped for Salvation, he was alto;ether Innocent of a-: 
ny thing whatſoever which was charged against him, which he ſaid he aitirmed to be 
abſolutely true, according to the commoun ard uſual meaning of ſuch words among 
Proteſtants, without ary manner of Equivocation or mental Reſervation whatfocver ; 
Alerting, Thar he did nor believe thac auy man or power upon earth what{oeyer could 
diſpenſe with Lying at ſuch a time as that : He then praycd that it would pleafe God 16 
bleſs his Majeſty, the Queen, the Duke of York, 2nd ali che Royal Family, and conclu- 
ded with forgiving all the World, and deſiring pardon of ail thufe whom he had oftend- 
ed, and then recommended his Soul to the mercy of God, through the Merits of Jeſus 
Chrift our Saviour, and the Blefſed Virgin 27ary ; Declaring that he dyz.d a Roman Ca: 
tholick, which Religion he had long continued in, and was reſolved to dyc in; after 
which he pulled his Cap over his eyes, and coininucd in his private Devotions above halt 
an hour. | Ig ; 

During which time, Mr. Edward Firz-Hartis was brought thither, and as ſoon as he 
came under the Gallows, Dr. Harkins, Miniſter of the Tower of London, ſtept into the 
Sledg to him, and kneeling down, ditcourfed privateiy with him for ſume time ; Then. 
Mr. Firz- Harris was put into the Cart, and che DoGtor coming up to him, Mr. Sheriff 
asked Mr. Fuz-Harris if he had any thing to ſay, who anſwered he had delivered two 
Papers to Dr, Hawkins, upon which the Dofor produced one of them and delivercd it to 
Mr. Fitz- Harris, defiring him to read it, which he accordingly did, 1t beirg an, half 
ſheet of paper on ore fide, wherein he did deny he was any ways concerned in ti:e Libel 
for which he ſuffered, any farther then the diſcovering to his Majeſty che Deſigns and 
' Pradiiſes of ſome Perſons, .rcfleing likewiſe upon Sr William Waller and the other 
Wiicnefſes, and ſome other perſons who had taild him at his Tryal. _ - 

_ Mr. Sheriff then deſired him to Confels what he knew, and if poſſible to prevent the 
ſhedding of Innocent Rioad, reminding him, what he had ſaid, when in Newgare, that 
he knew mere of the Popiſh Plot than any other; But Mr. F:it7- Harrs ſaid, He had lefc 
bis Mind with Dr. Hawkins: Then Mr.Sheriff deſired ro know, Whether he died a 
Proteſtant or a Papiſt ? and Dr. Marcin of St. Mary Overys inforced the ſame, asking 
him, How it ſtood berween God and his Soul, ard wiſhiag him to declare,Whether he dy- 
ed in the Communion of the Church of Englaxa, or a Roman Carholick? telling him, 
That he needed not to be aſhamed of dying a Preteſtanr, bur he ſtill evaded ro give any 
Anſwer, referriup all to whathz had givento Dr, Hawkins, and that he had no more ro 
ſay : Tne St.eritts then defired Dr, Z7.wk:ns, to deliver chem the Papers, the Dr, reply'd, 
That they ſhould have a Coppy of that which Mr. Fi#7- Harris had read, but for the 0- 
ther Paper, he ſhould deiiver it only to thoſe whom it properly concerned, or to that 
. purpoſe. Then Mr. Firz- arr asked the Sherritts, Whether they had not an Order 
concerning his Body, that it ſhould not be broken (as he called it) or quartered, where- 
upon Mr.Sherifl Corniſh real the Order to him, which was, That atter Exccution,accord- 
irg to the Sentence was cone upon him, his Head and Quarters fhould be delivered oe 
his Wife, Mrs. nz Fitz Harris: He ſaid, He thought he ſhould not bave been Quar- 
' tered; Then Dr. Hawkins Knzeled down with him inthe Cart, and prayed, or diſcourſed 
privately _ him, and the Door going out of the Cart, prayed God ro have Mercy 
on his Soul. 
Mr. Fitz Harris then pulled his Cap over his Eyes, and prayed to himſelf, and then 
put his Cap up azain, and deſired Dr. awk ins to take care of his Body, to which the 
Door Anſwered, /r was @ very wnbecoming Employment for bim, and that othcys were 
appointed for that purpoſe ; The Dottor likewiſe declaring, That he defired the Prayers 
of all there preſent, which Mr, Firz- Harris hearing, put up his Cap again, and ſaid, 
1 defir: all your prayers for an happy Paſſage; and in a ſhort time after the Cart being 
drawn away, they were both turned oft : Mr. Planket was D-ad in a ſhort time, but Mr, 
Fitz- Harris, by itaggering in the Cartbrought che Nocſe juſt behind the Pole of his 
Neck, fo that he was ſomewhat longer a-dying. After they had hanged a confiderable 
rime, they were both Beheaded and Quartered, and their Quarters delivered to their 
Friends, according to the afore-mentiuned Order. 
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